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Play right

Moted for Kideowatch”, a way for parents lo securely view
thewr offspring in class via the Web, Tutor Time's real
success Is preparing pre-schoaolers for a lifetime.

PROBABLY the only pre-school bearning
centre o offer Hong Kong parents & Web
cium view of their kids is Tufor Time
Intermnatinmal Numsery & Kindergamen -
many parenls xne bsoking to enroll their
children because of that feafure alone, says
atéve Bianker, operations director of Tuior
Tumee, Honwever, it is the quality of cowrses
offered il shoald copvimnce them, “the
currlealusm [sell and the level of oy
teachers, ™ he says.

Hegarding the lber, the teachers pre
voung and many have a four year bachelor
&HEJ'-EE i E:rlj-iihild]u:uul. Education. Itis
ot uncormmon for Tutor Tirne teachers 1o
ave graduated with honours, says Baoaer,
adding that they are yousys and Fresk — nast

| o iredifional teachers

Thie J:II.EJJ develsles ol the siall are
perfecly pakred with the curriculum, The
focus i on pre-reading, pre-writing and
pre-math, bur addintonal waork is done in
the areas such as developing motor skills,
co-ardination and self velp skills, The letter
comnsists of hasics like combing the hair,
brushing teeth and self-dressing depencding
un the age of the child,

Tubisr Timee i% a franchice nperatbon thdat
nriginated in the [ndted Srates. where there
are mow more than 225 operatiens. The
pareni cemnpany bes an e deparimen)
of early childhoad education specialists
that am: devoled to developing the curmion
fum pockage thai Is sent oun i franchise

echooks every moenth,

This modular packege, divided lnto age
priups is constantly heing refined and
updisted based on advancements (o
teachi i tecli 1S, l=arn i:rla or iy ol her
redated mew knovwledge that comes to light
It deles the convention of tradditismal
curriculams J.nml.'.li:.- rehashied and enly
perdically updaed.

Inv spite o Tawtor Timie's proprescive
approgch, the gquestion that sprimgs o

| mimd For many local parenis ks how can
Turor Time's programme priepare their child

for s Jocal schoasl. British, Canadion or vl
internationnd cdwcational institunon?

“I down't think & tlares-to-four year old kid
understancs what system they are going
inio,” says Raver. Indeed, the skill seis tha
Tutor Thase hidps develop are aniversal o all
chibdren. Additionatly, the cusrlewlums
Tugalaerenalals are e umiversal nnd
each moduhe is carelully adapied o the
local environument.

For example, tve chisses are all taagghe in
Manedarim and Engtish. Both the Mandasin
and Ereglish teaclwess get umeliver (o discuss
eiach muchale and how it will be mosi
appropriately adjusted o [l the scope of
Hong Kong, Il focus of 4 isodiele is o
familiarize the kids with colars, the
currmiciliing may suggest 1o use the cobours
of thie Bl harvesi

The lecal Twtor Time teachers can easily
ackap this lesson o incorporate the med-

G UTELTT Ny J"-E!.-‘U'ral-il]u;u:nding o Bheedr age,
the nykes could oven make papes lanterns
wirt of the colours they are k*..m]l.n!_. Any-
thing that fits locally can be incorporated,
sirys Faner, sapch as masoncakes.

IT the woed of the wesk is “hand ®, then
the Mandann Teachers will write the
Chinese character oul 1o accelerate reongni-
Litme andd comprehension just as the En-glls.h
wirpd s wirlines oul — u pan of the kids” pre-
reading exercises. The fucus |8 on creating a
preat educatinnal package [or bids, says
Bnser

“Mlandarin = a key lactor,” says Bawer,
Brrcisiee the SAR's fulure is inexombly
Himdeed 1oy flainiand Ching. Cnly 8 handful el

| siznilar schisls are oering Mandarin, s

Tugtor Thirwe is locusing on this niche rmther
than Cantnness.
Currently, Tutes Tume is oflering sctiviry

ared play group sessions and has been doing
s in Hong Kong fae mose than a year now.,
LU is awaiting irs Kindergarien awd nomsery
licenvees, which it shoald receive shartly
ufter this articke's publicarion,

“In's kind of 4 chicken and egg thing,
from a business perspective,” says Bauer,
Afier fnding a location and signing the
lease, the space mest be flled with the
requisite children's tables, chairs and toys
Since Tulor Thme is a franchise oo
Lacation shares the same interior decopar-
imeg umic e b0 Tuter Thne, @ Mowrish af
bright piznary and secondary colours,

Oinee the constnicton ks cemphde the
staffare Mred and government inspection
cin commaence, I all goes well, Tulios Time
Wil rexceive: prompd approval. The strucinwre
for play and scimvity growps differs from the
kindergarten and nursry programmes,
explains Baver. The former are af maximam
an howir-and-a-hell in duraton while the
lanter can exiend to half 2 day

Leerg term plans call for five-ua-six
Mrcations, including the corrent Kowloon
and Tai Tam sclassls, to meed demand. Thes
o Tai Tam |location in Red Hll #laza
catiers to Repulse Bay, Stanbey, Tai Tam of
course, Shousan Hill and cven as far away s
the bMid-levels, according io Bager.

“There's nothing 1 ke becter than when
a child walks |n (he door and can's waif 1o
e iy " says Dauer. I thay are haviog a
grod time, onjoving themaelves, they're
laming he npines. Hi T TR 1
teachers o simpdy “pet the childdren started
murve back and watch what happens.” Eldg
Feam tuough thebr swn expedimentation,
anaf receive hedp when problems arise. They
learn imode by dobng thiings for themsefves,
guining scif esteem and o sense of
pecomplishent, he adds. “We truly belicve
chikiren learmn throuph play.”



